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E-Mail: goescity@mtelco.net 
Web: www.goesselks.com 
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School Days 
By: Marjorie Janzen 

Private Schools 
 By the turn of the century, the Mennonite immigrants in south central Kansas had established 
several private schools for instruction in religion and German, but these had closed after sever-
al years’ operation. In 1906 the Alexanderwohl Gemeindeschule (community school), later 
called the Goessel Vorbereitungschule (preparatory school), was organized under the leadership 
of Elder Peter Balzer. The aim of the institution was to provide a two-year high school curricu-
lum and, primarily, religious and German instruction. The school was funded mainly by Alex-
anderwohl congregation; parents also paid tuition. 
 A wood-frame school building was under construction in 1906 when the tornado of June 6 de-
stroyed it. Construction began a second time and classes  opened that fall. Dedication services 
took place October 7. The next year a boarding house was built. Eight students were in the 
school’s first graduating class. 
 After the organization of the Tabor and Goessel Mennonite churches, these congregations also 
supported the school. The institution’s income, however, could not keep up with increasing 
costs. By 1925, the three supporting congregations had decided to close the school and send 
their children to Goessel Rural High School, which had been organized that year. Parents were 
assured that their children would receive religious instruction a the public school. 
 The Goessel Preparatory School operated for one more year as an academy before finally clos-
ing its doors in 1926. It had graduated about 260 students. The boarding house was purchased 
by Bethel College, North Newton, for use as a men’s dormitory. It stood on the site of the Kauff-
man Museum until it was razed. 
Public Schools 
 For many years Goessel’s elementary school children walked through a pasture to Gordon 
School, District No. 31, located one-half mile west and one-half mile south of town on land do-
nated by James Gordon. The structure, built in 1875, was replaced by a four-room, two-story 
glazed tile building in 1921.  
 For those elementary school graduates who wished to attend high school, the nearest second-
ary schools were in Lehigh, Hillsboro or Harvey County. Goessel area voters recognized the 
inconvenience and organized Goessel rural High School in 1925. For ten years, classes were 
held in the Goessel Preparatory School building. By the mid-1930s, however, the building was 
inadequate for the increasing enrollment. Voters passed a $40,000 bond issue for a new school 
building. The doors were opened in 1936. A building for the school’s vocational agricultural pro-
gram was constructed in 1950. By 1963, when the Unified School District system was initiated 
in Kansas, GRHS had graduated 1,026 students. An addition to the facility was built in 1970. 
The Goessel Grade School was built in 1959. the consolidation merged eight rural school dis-
tricts: Gordon, Heinbach, Greenfield, Emmenthal, Antioch, Steinbach, Sand Creek and Green 
Valley. 
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GOESSEL PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 

SUMMER READING:  Thanks to amazing communi-
ty support we had an awesome science filled summer at 
the Goessel Library with over 70 kids participating in the 
program!  Every week our scientist preformed experi-
ments to the amazement of children and parents (and 
sometimes even the scientist)!   The kids also did experi-
ments each week.  We explored all kinds of scienc-
es:  motion while creating a hover craft, chemistry while 
making borax crystals and much more.  During our final 
event, the Goessel Goal Getters 4-H Club’s older Junior 
Leaders ran the science centers as the kids built balloon 
rockets, experimented with vinegar, created Gak and 
Ooblieck and finally got to play with the waterbeads.   

On the final day, a record statistic was taken for our li-
brary – 143 in the library during that 3 hour event. The 
kids did a fantastic job of reading this summer too!  We 
had two top readers this summer. Abigail Funk read over 
150 books and Brooke Nafziger read 15000 pages.  Check 
out our Facebook page for photos from this summer’s 
events and the results from the reading raffle! 

 

 

Area Churches Wed. Night Activities 

Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church:       620-367-8192 

 Kick-off Night--Oct. 1, 2014 
 1304 K-15 Highway 
  5:15-6:00  Adult Bible Study 
 5:45-6:40  Fellowship Meal served 
 6:30-7:45  Children’s Activities & Music 
                  (ages 3 year old through 5th grade) 
 6:45-7:45  Jr. High Youth activities, 6th-8th          
 grades 
             Chancel Choir for Adults 
 7:00-8:00  High school Youth activities 
 7:45-8:30  Adult Bible Study (repeat) 
 8:00-9:00  Bell Choir 
  Call 620-367-8192 for more information  
 
Tabor Mennonite Church:       620-367-2318 
 
 891 Chisholm Trail, Newton 
 5:45-6:30  Supper for Everyone 
 6:30-7:15  Children of Light Choir Practice (gr. 3-8) 
     Faith Friends (ages 3-grade 1) 
     Adult Bible Study 
 7:00-8:00   TMYF (high school age) 
 7:15-8:00  Faithful Fitness exercise class (ages 14 &       
 up) 
     Crossroads 
 7:15-8:15   Faith Adventure (gr. 2-5) 
                   Youth Explorers (gr. 6-8) 
 8:00-9:00   Adult Choir (high school & above) 
 9:00      Men’s Chorus 
 
Goessel Mennonite Church:          620-367-2446 
 
 109 S. Church, Goessel 
 6:00    Women’s support group 
 7:00    Bible Study (to be announced) 
 7:00   Youth Group (jr. high & high school age) 

WATER WARNING STILL 
IN EFFECT 

The water warning for the residents of 
Goessel is still in effect.  Residents are 
asked to cut back on non-essential water-
ing of lawns and only water on odd/even 
days depending on your address.  You are still allowed to 
water plants in pots or gardens with a hose or watering can. 
Your cooperation with this situation is appreciated.  Water is 
one of our most valuable resources.  Let’s not waste it. 
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STREET TALK 

By Karen Dalke 

As the school year begins, I 
just wanted to remind every-
one to please pay extra at-
tention to the children as they 
walk to and from school -
especially near the cross-
walks.  You are required to 
stop for anyone who is wait-
ing to cross the street in the 
crosswalks.  Please be safe! 

Class offered to help  

prevent falls 

 

The Marion County Department on 
Aging will be offering the “Stepping On” fall preven-
tion program in Goessel starting Tuesday Sept 9 at 
the meeting room at Bethesda Home. 

 The “Stepping On,” program is intended for people 
who are afraid of falling, have fallen in the past year, 
and are wanting to improve their balance and 
strength to prevent falls.. The class includes group 
discussion, exercise program and information about 
how to prevent falls. 

 “Stepping On” will meet from 2-4 p.m. every Tuesday 
from Sept 9 to October 21 in Bethesda Homes meeting 
room. The cost is $5 for 7 week class which includes 
class materials, snacks, exercise manual. 

   

The registration deadline for “Stepping On” is Sept 8, 
2014. Call 620-382-3580 to register for the class. 

Goessel Elementary PTO is selling trash bags to help fund school 
projects throughout the year.   

Three sizes are available, but they all cost the same….just $10 
per roll!! 

Yellow – 39 gallon – 25 bags per roll 

White – 15 gallon – 65 bags per roll 

Blue – 55 gallon – 16 bags per roll 

Pumpkin Face (great for collecting fall leaves!)   -- $2.00 per individual bag 

They are high quality bags that are second to none!  The different sizes are sure to meet all of your trash needs.  Please 
support Goessel Elementary students and purchase your bag supply from us!!!!  The students will be going throughout 
the community selling the bags. 

We are accepting orders from September 5-15 and the bags will be delivered on September 26 or after.   Please let us 
know how many rolls you’d like to purchase!   You can also contact Susan Nafziger (620-367-4623) for more information 
or to place an order.   Checks can be made payable to Goessel Elementary PTO.  Thank you very much for your support!         

FALL CITY-WIDE GARAGE SALES 
SAT., SEPT. 27TH—8 AM TO ???? 

If you are planning to have a garage sale 
and would like to have your address 
listed on the map, please contact the city 
o f f i c e  a t  6 2 0 - 3 6 7 - 8 1 1 1  o r 
goescity@mtelco.net by Thurs., Sept. 
25th.  There is no charge to have your 
address listed.   Maps will be available at 
Keith’s Foods on Friday, Sept. 26th. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

September 2014 

No School 

City Office/ 
Shop/ Library 

Closed 

Labor Day 

HS VB  @ Ell-
Saline 4:00pm 

HS XC @ Clear-
water 4:30pm 

JH VB/FB @ 
Rural Vista 

4:30/6:00 PM 

HS XC @ 
Hesston 4:00 pm 

JH VB/FB@ 
Little River 

4:30/6:00pm 

HS VB vs. Cen-
tre, Elyria 

4:00pm 

HS FB @ Pea-
body-Burns 

7:00pm 

 

HS FB—JV vs. 
Peabody-Burns 

6:00pm 

BOE Meeting 
7:00pm 

→ Kansas State Fair September 5th through September 14th 

- Kansas Junior Livestock Show 

 

HS FB vs. Ru-
ral Vista @ 

7:00pm 

HS FB—JV @ 
Hope vs. RV 

6:00pm 

HS FB vs. 
 Sylvan 7:00pm 

HS VB vs. RV, 
Peabody 
4:00pm 

HS VB Goessel 
Tourn. 8:30am 

JH VB—B/C 
tourn. @ 

Hesston 9:00am 

HS FB @ Centre 
7:00pm 

HS VB @ Eureka 
HS XC  

@ Bennington 
5:00/4:30pm 

JH VB/FB 4/6pm 

HS FB—JV vs. 
Centre 6:00pm 

HS VB @ Little 
River 4:00pm 

HS XC @ South-
east of Saline 

4:30pm 

JH VB/FB vs. 
Canton Galva 
4:30/6:00pm 

HS VB—Olpe 
Tourn. 8:30am 

HS VB—Var. vs. 
Wakefield,  

JV vs. St. X 
4:00pm 


	Page  #
	Small town big heart
	VOLUME 8—ISSUE 9
	Page  #
	Small town big heart
	VOLUME 8—ISSUE 9
	Page  #
	Small town big heart
	VOLUME 8—ISSUE 9
	Page  #
	Small town big heart
	VOLUME 8—ISSUE 9
	VOLUME 8—ISSUE 9
	Small town big heart
	Page  4

